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December 11, 2008
To: Sandra Sroonian, BRDC Project Coordinator

Re: Michigan Council of Trout Unlimited’s position on the ECT-proposed alternatives for the disposition
of the Boardman River Dams.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the latest set of recommendations on the fate of
the Boardman River Dams, proposed by ECT consulting, as requested by the Boardman River Dams
Committee. The following are the comments on this proposal, from Trout Unlimited (TU). TU consists
of 150,000 members nationwide and 7,000 members in the state of Michigan. Our mission is to
conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds.

We are providing comments on the proposal, because our members throughout the state of Michigan
and the country, consider the Boardman River a public trust resource belonging to all citizens of the
state. As a public trust resource the Boardman River needs to be managed for the maximum benefit of
as many citizens as possible. The Boardman River has the potential, given actions taken by this
committee, to be a world-class fishery similar to the Au Sable, Manistee or Pere Marquette Rivers,
socially and economically benefiting the local community as well as citizens throughout the state of
Michigan. Given this, our members have been both actively and passively participating in the BRDC
process in many ways and roles. We are providing these comments because the current proposal has
several elements, principally the recommendation to retain Boardman Dam, that will have severe
negative impact on achieving the fishery potential of this resource and do not make sense in light of the
mandates of the public trust responsibility.

The following comments will be structured in similar fashion to the proposal, dam by dam, with
additional comments at the end.

Union Street Dam

We agree with the recommendation to modify Union Street Dam by installing a “rock ramp”
structure. This structure will aid the passage of numerous species of Great Lakes fish, including native
non-jumping fish important to the ecology of the river, sport fisheries, and serve as a foundation for
restoration attempts for threatened/endangered species such as the lake sturgeon. Installing this
structure will also avail numerous additional funding sources to fund these efforts on the Boardman
River. We understand that the dynamics of fish passage in the river are complicated, with many
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